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B&Ecraria Denies
Em’(ﬁvemem in
Aﬁaek on Pope

By Michael Getler
. Washington Post Staff Writer . _

Stovan Zhulev, ‘Bulgaria’'s ambassador 1o the |
United States, vesterday denied that his country’s
secret.service was involved in the 1981 attempt to
assassinate Pope John Paul 11, and he accused Lhe ;
western news. media .of‘slander.

Zhule¥''s rare news conference here mterested
senior -U.S. diplomats not so much for its content
hut hecause it marked the first time a Bulgarian
official s spoken publicly in this country to try |
countering -widespread allegations that Bulgaria
was linked to the assassination attempt.

Zhulev, presented the Bulgarian position ina
lengthy Statement and in a question-and-answer
Session ‘with reporters and guests at-the Kennan
Insuitute”far Advanced ‘Russian Studies of the
Smithsonian Institution. .

1.8 afficials speculated that the government in
Sofia may feel confident that the Italian investi-
«ranoﬁ m:ém‘he papal shooting has gone about as
huf s ipoasible without turning up hard evidence
ol & Bulgaman lmk and that a counterauad\ is In
(Hdet“ : :

The BuL nam one ofhual said, -know that
thev are still under susplu(m by western countries
in lhe shooting and that the Italians are the only

«  ones'who.can cear them. Thev-may launch a pub-
lic ‘relatiens campawn 0 ease the suspicion, the
official said. -

Top US. oifmals also repmtedly heheve that
the Tralian investigation has all but run its course
and that.” while there is circumstantial evidence |
pointing- #0 ' Bulgarian (~umphcntv' it is not likely i
that any .’ ‘mnkmgr gun or hard evidence will be
found

Zhulev-sharply crmuzed Italian authunteq for
l\eepmu-hewe] Antonov, a Bulgarian airline -offi- -
vial. m jai} for seven maonths \\nhout an indict-
ment “and without hard. evidence against hlm
Zhulev claimed that Antonov's ])ealth is deterio-
rating because of his jailing, and said,_ that An-
tonov has been’ threatened with more vears in
prison without formal charges. L

"What would be the reaciion of public opinion
in the United States, Zhulev asked, “if’ Bulgariar
had heen proceeding in such an outrageous man-
ner with an American”” :
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The thrust of his comments. however. was a
~harp.atiack an the weslern news media for what
e called a slander campaign against Bulgaria.

The -main witness in.allegations involving the
Bulgarians is Turkish terrorist Mehmet Ali Agca.
jailed in Jaly after reportedly confessing to the -
shununw and. being tried and found guiltv, He
suhsequentl\ nnphcaled several Bulvanan officials
in Rome, including Antonov, as participants in an
assy wnatum p]ug‘ o

ulganans clalm that A"ca& testimony
d"amst them was, pianted and than It contains sev-
eral Inconsistencies.

Harm Martella. the Italian ‘magistrate handhn"
the case,’i& Wwidely respected in ihe West and’ has
twice 'won’ authonzahon from lalian courts

- contine’ delammu -Antonov because of the gravity

.of thevase. Two other officials implicated by Agea
had already.defs Rome for Bulgaria. '
"Agca has testified -that he spent several weeks
in Softa, the-Bulgarian capital, in 1980, and U.S.
officials . say . hxs pasqport 1nclude< Buivanan
sLamps, -

Asked vesterda\ wh\ A%a was in Sofia, 7hulev ;
said, ‘ng don’t have any proof” .as 10 whether he
was there‘at that time. Agca reportedly entered :
‘Bulgaria on a forged Indxan passport bearing ihe
last pame ~Singh. " Zhulev said investigations have'
showed that 19 Indians with that name were pass-
ing through'Bulgaria about then.

He alsu Said pohtlcal assassinations run counter
to Marxist theory, which contends that individ-
uals are not. ~decisive in shapmv history. Asked
about the assassinations of anti-Stalinist Leon
1940-and of Hafizullah Amin. leader of
/\'"hamstan before the 1979 Soviet invasion, Zhu-
lev said such examples are “irrelevant.”.

In an apparent reference to a lengthy New
York Times report in April that a Bulgarian de-
fector in France, supposedly a former member of
the secret sefvice, had provided evidence of com-
plicity in the plot.” Zhulev said the sources: were
criminals who had never been in the secret ser-
vice.

Privatele. high- level U.S. intelligence officials
also put-ne uedeme in the source mentioned in
the account.

Zhulev also attacked a recent \\ ashington Post
report detailing activities of the Gray Wolves. an
extreme. right-wing Turkish terrorist group that
has a sizable Turkish worker population,

Zhulev said the article depicted Agca as a “ren-
ezade” from this group. Zhulev contended that
this suggested Agca acted for communist STOUPS
rather than for the Gray Wolves, with whom Agca
had at least some relationship.
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